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eClover: Darke County 4-H News          May 22, 2020 
 
By now you have probably seen the news that the Ohio State Fair has been cancelled for 2020.  
Please be thoughtful and respectful as you comment on social media or talk to others.  This was 
a difficult decision to make; and the decision-makers did not take it lightly.  It is easy to criticize, 
finger point, and name-call but be aware the people making decisions are processing lots of 
information and making hard decisions.  I can guarantee you that no one on the state fair board 
wanted to make that decision, but in the end, they felt it was the right thing to do. 
 
What does this mean for our county fair?  Good question.  I am sure our fairboard is hoping for 
some guidance from the Governor’s fair-related task forces, but that guidance has not yet been 
given.  Be patient as our fairboard works through the moving parts that comprise our fair.  They, 
too, are processing lots of information and making tough decisions.  Know that they need to 
consider the financial ramifications of any decisions that are made.  As soon as information is 
available, we will share. 
 
Even though the Governor has begun to open Ohio, 4-H clubs fall under the jurisdiction of Ohio 
State and are still prohibited from having any face-to-face events between now and July 6. This 
includes any planned fundraisers. Arrangements should be made to postpone any fundraising or 
activities until after the restrictions are lifted.  
 
Kudos to those of you who are meeting with your club virtually!  I know several clubs have been 
quite successful meeting via Zoom or Facebook Live.  Yes, it is different than what we are used 
to.  But, it’s been great to see members reaching out and connecting through the internet.  If you 
are not already meeting virtually, you need to do so.  It is extremely important to reach out to our 
4-H families and keep them engaged.  If you need help with Zoom or virtual meetings, please let 
me know.  I can help! 
 
Virtual camp planning is underway.  Registration information will be coming soon!   
 
Other news you can use:  
 
1. Project Presentation Evaluation Day: as you know, our non-livestock judging is scheduled 

for July 10.  At this time, we are uncertain as to whether this will be a face-to-face event or 
completed virtually.  My goal is to have an answer for you by June 1.  I am still waiting on 
information from the state as to how we can proceed.  Please note that we will have some 
type of evaluation for those wishing to try for state fair or a county award.  I am just not sure 
at this point what it will look like.   
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2. Ohio Cheviot Breeders: seeking applicants for the Jim Cluff Memorial Starter Flock 
Award.  The OCBA started the contest in 1994 to award a Cheviot starter flock to an Ohio 
youth up to 17 years of age. The purpose of the award is to introduce the youth to the 
enjoyment of raising and owning a purebred Cheviot sheep, as well as encouraging the 
growth of new Cheviot breeders in Ohio. 

 
The contest winner will receive the following: a one-year membership in the OCBA, one bred 
ewe the first year, one ram the second year and in the third year the youth will donate a lamb 
to continue the award. 
 
The application deadline is September 30th. For an application and contest rules please 
contact the Ohio Cheviot Breeders Association Starter Flock Committee Chairperson, 
Tabitha Weisend, at 740-459-9751 or tabithasregcheviots@yahoo.com. 
 

3. Virtual Communications Contest: sit tight!  We received several entries!  Once we are past 
enrollment and things have calmed down a bit, videos will be posted on our Facebook page.  
Stay tuned! 

 
4. Project Books:  A limited number of books are available online to download for free 

https://ohio4h.org/stayathomeprojects Families 4-H families can order directly from 
https://extensionpubs.osu.edu and use one of these two codes: FREE2020 for free shipping 
OR 20IN2020 for 20% off the entire order; whichever coupon is the better deal for their order 
financially.  

 
5. Darke County 4-H T-Shirt Contest:  Designs are due June 12, 2020. See the web for 

contest rules and regulations. https://darke.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-
development/darke-county-4-h-t-shirt-design-contest  

 
6. Club advisor resources:  From now until July 6, virtual meetings are your only option. There 

are resources to help. Check here:  https://ohio4h.org/volunteers/volunteers/club-leaders  
Please be aware that there is a state requirement that clubs hold a minimum of six meetings 
per year.  Zoom meetings do count towards this minimum requirement. 
 

7. Amazon Smile:  Shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/31-1056844 and Amazon donates to the 
Darke County 4-H Committee. (It comes up as The Ohio State University, but donations go to 
our 4-H program!) 

 
8. Darke County United Way:  Did you know that you can designate your United Way pledge 

to be given to the Darke County 4-H program? Simply write “Darke County 4-H” on the 
designation line. Last year the United Way provide over $4000.00 in support of our 4-H 
Camp!  
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Please reach out if you have questions or concerns. For now, the best way to reach me is via 
email:  williams.418@osu.edu. You may also call 937-548-5215 or my direct line 937-569-5003. 

 
Find us on the web and beyond: 
Darke County 4-H Blog - https://u.osu.edu/darke4h/ 
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/4hdarkecounty/ 
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/Darke4H/  
Twitter - https://twitter.com/4HDarkeCounty  
Website - https://darke.osu.edu/  
Darke County 4-H App – download 4-H Now from your app store 
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